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5. — A New Spanish Grammar, adapted to every Class of Learners. 
By Mariano Cum y Soler. Second Edition. Revised, 
corrected, enlarged, and greatly improved. 12mo. pp.464. 
F. Lucas, Jr. Baltimore. 1825. 
Next to our own language, the Spanish will be likely at a future 
day to become the most important in this country. The new thea- 
tre of enterprise, which is opening to the whole world in the vast 
extent of the South American republics, and the intimate inter- 
course, which, from proximity of situation, and similar principles 
of government, must necessarily grow up between those repuolics 
and the United States, will make the language a desirable, if not 
<in essential acquisition to our men of business, as well as to scho- 
lars and politicians. Hence any judicious efforts, to facilitate the 
means of learning the Spanish, will hardly fail to be well received 
by the public. Mr Sales, the experienced instructer of French and 
Spanish at Harvard University, has translated from the French 
Josse's Grammar of the Spanish Language, with valuable additions 
and illustrations of his own, adapting it to the English student. 
This work, together with the Exercises, also translated from Josse, 
Mr Sales has used with great success in bringing his own pupils to 
a quick and accurate knowledge of the language, and it may doubt- 
less be considered as possessing all the essential requisites of a good 
grammar. 

Without pretending to institute a comparison between this work, 
and that of Mr Cubi now under notice, we may be permitted to 
express our high approbation of the latter, as showing much ability 
in the author, both in regard to the methodical arrangement of his 
materials, and the clear expositions he has given of the principles 
and difficulties in the grammatical construction of the language. 
We have compared the two editions, and think the second in some 
important respects an improvement on the first. His views are well 
explained in the preface, from which it is evident, that he has studied 
the subject with care, and gained much practical knowledge from 
experience. In the full conjugations and copious list of irregular 
verbs, and in the illustration of all the rules of syntax by explana- 
tions, remarks, and well chosen examples, this grammar is decidedly 
superior to any we have seen. This we deem particularly worthy 
of notice, because the success of the learner in studying Spanish, 
as perhaps almost every other language, depends very much on the 
readiness with which he may become acquainted with the verbs 
and syntax. That terrible crux to all beginners, the different uses 
of the verbs ser and eslar, the author has labored with earnestness 
and ingenuity to remove. He has explained the difficulty with as 
much clearness, probably, as the nature of the subject will admit. 
Practice only can make nice distinctions familiar. 
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Mr Cubi has published in this country a small Spanish Diction- 
ary, compiled from the best authorities, designed as a manual 
for learners ; and also selections from classical Spanish writers. 
Within the last year he has published a grammar in Spanish, in- 
tended chiefly for the South American market. To a gentleman 
of his talents, zeal, and industry, we cannot but wish a success, 
proportioned to his ardor and exertions in making known in the 
United States the language and literature of his native country. 

By a note contained in Mr Cubi's preface, we may be encouraged 
to hope, that the public will soon be favored with the means of a 
much more perfect acquaintance with Spanish Literature, than it 
has hitherto possessed. We give the author's words. 

' A course of Lectures, on the History and Criticism of Spanish 
Literature, has been written by Professor George Ticknor, of Bos- 
ton. This is certainly the production of much taste and labor. 
Although it has not yet been published, we have had the pleasure 
of perusing it ; and we do not hesitate to pronounce this work, for 
plan and execution, the best of the kind, that has yet appeared. 
The perfect acquaintance, which this gentleman possesses with the 
Spanish language, the access which he has to the best editions of 
the many works he mentions, and his indefatigable industry in the 
pursuit of literary and scientific knowledge, have rendered him so 
completely master o{ the subject he handles, that his production 
may be considered an invaluable acquisition, and entitled to the 
thanks of every friend of literature and science.' 

A very full Syllabus of the Lectures here mentioned has been 
printed, occupying an octavo pamphlet of eightyfour pages, pre- 
pared chiefly we believe for the use of the classes in the University 
at Cambridge, for whom the lectures were specially written. This 
syllabus justifies in its fullest extent the spirit of Mr Cubi's com- 
mendatory notice. In an advertisement, Professor Ticknor states, 
that the whole number of lectures is about thirtyfour, and that 
together they will make two printed octavo volumes. The whole 
course, as laid down in the syllabus, is divided into three Epochs, 
each of which is subdivided into other appropriate heads. A gene- 
ral outline is here presented. 

EPOCH FIRST. 
[From about 1155 to about 1555.] 

The literature that existed in Spain between the first appearance 
of the present written language, and the close of the reign of the 
Emperor Charles Fifth ; or the period that contains the elements, 
from which the best literature of the country was afterwards pro- 
duced. 

First Division. That portion of the literature of the first 
epoch, which was essentially untouched by the influence of any 
foreign literature. 
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Second Division. Two schools of literature, marked with for- 
eign influences existed during this epoch. 

1. Provencal School 

2. Italian School. 

EPOCH SECOND. 
[From about 1555 to about 1700.] 

The literature, that existed in Spain, between the death of the 
Emperor Charles Fifth, and the accession of the Bourbon family ; 
or the period that comprehends the best literature of the country. 

First Division. The principal authors, who gave the leading 
impulse to this epoch. 

Second Division. The contemporaries and successors of these 
leading masters, who in the same, and other departments of Spa- 
nish literature, sustained its character down to about the extinction 
of the Austrian Family, in 1700, arranged according to the species 
of writing in whicli they were distinguished. 

1. Epic Poetry. 

2. Drama. 

3. Lyric Poetry. 

4. Satirical Poetry. 

5. Didactic Poetry. 

6. Bucolic Poetrv. 
7- Ballads. 

8. Romantic Fiction. 

9. Eloquence. 

10. Epistolary Correspondence. 

11. History. 

12. Didactic Prose. 

EPOCH THIRD. 
[From about 1700 to the present time.] 

The literature, that has existed in Spain, since the accession of 
the Bourbons. 

This epoch is divided in the order of the Spanish kings, from 
Philip Fifth to Ferdinand Seventh. 

This outline is too general to give any idea of the execution of 
the work, but it is enough to show the vast compass of the author's 
undertaking. The Syllabus is minute, and contains hints, we 
believe, on nearly every author's works, and every subject upon 
which the lecturer touches, with copious references to the best 
sources of information. 



